
Discussion Guide – Tough Jobs – Esther  

ICE BREAKERS 
• Who in the group has the most unusual hobby? 
• If you had a time machine that would work only once, what point in 

the future or in history would you visit?  
• What is the best “rags to riches” story you know of (outside the 

Bible)? 

DISCUSSION 
• God often uses young people to accomplish his purposes.  Samuel 

was a boy.  Scholars tell us: Mary (mother of Jesus) was around 16; 
John, the beloved disciple, was around 17; David was a shepherd 
boy when God chose him to be king; Esther was around 15.  Discuss 
what this reveals to us about God… 

• Would someone summarize the story of Esther for the rest of the 
group?   

• Doug talked about “the dark days.”  When in the story do you think 
Esther had her darkest day? 

• In the Esther narrative, Mordecai took a stand based on his faith – 
he refused bow and worship Haman.  Have you ever had to take a 
stand like that?  How did that turn out? 

• Mordecai’s refusal to bow down to Haman resulted in Haman lashing 
out against all of the Jews.  One man’s disobedience to the 
governing authorities caused the suffering of many people. Read 
Romans 13:1-7 and Acts 5:27-29.  Wrestle with the tension here.  
Was Haman wrong for refusing to obey Haman?  What do you think 
you would have done? 

• Mordecai’s advice to Esther (Esther 4:14) was wise and timely.  How 
did it change Esther’s perspective?  Have you ever been in Esther’s 
place?  Explain… 

APPLY IT 
• How have “the dark days” in your life been used by God to put you 

where he wanted you to be? 
• Can you think of a place in your life where God would have you take 

a stand? 



• Briefly describe the spheres of influence you have in your life right 
now.  How has God uniquely positioned you to influence people in 
your kingdom? 


